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{Art Gallery)
Savannah, Chatham County, Georgila

Cwner: Telrair Soclety of Arts & Sciences.

Date of Brection: Approximately 1820,

Architeet: William Jay.

Present Condition: Good, Rear part'added in recent

¥ears,

Number or Stories: Two stories =mnd basement ., Faces

Bast.,

Materials ot Comstructions Foundation of brick, interior

Iloors wood, exterior walls stuccoed, metal roof. Additions
in the resr.

‘Additlonal Data: Slightly remodeled., The lower floor h:s

been left unchanged, The besutiful drawing - room with semi-
circular ends, has rinely carved marble mantels and plaster

cornice and two plaster niches in rront,
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President's Message

The bequest of the Owens-Thomas properties
on Oglethorpe Square, which the Academy ac.
cepted in June of this year, is of once the great-
est oppertunity and the gravest new responsibility
which has presented itself to the Academy since
it was founded by Mary Telfair in 1875.

The trustees decided that they could accept
the responsibility upon two conditions: That they
have the approval (overwhelmingly given) of the
Academy membership; that they have the en-
couragement and financial suppert of a substan-
tial segment of the business, professional, and
industrial leaders of the community.

A special committee of Telfair members was
appeointed under the chairmanship of Mr. Thomas
Oznard and composed, in addition to Mr, Ox-
nard, of Mr, Reuber Clark, Mr. T. T, Dunn, Mr.
Herbert L. Kayton, and Mr. F. O, Wahistrom.
These gentlemen, with your president, undertook
to solicit, and have, by special underwriting sub-
scription, raised a sum in excess of $7500 fo
be used for the maintenance of the museum
property during the 1952-53 season. and for ifs
integration into the business management of the
Academy.

This sum was raised with the frank understand-
ing that we will be back on an annual basis and
that the trustees of the Academy can undertake
to discharge the responsibilities of the joint op-
eration of an academy and museum just so long
as the leadership of Savannah finds this effort
warthy of financial support.

The underwriting subscriptions will be followed
by a broad appeal for membership support at
the patron and reqular membership levels. In the
meantime, your president feels that the people
of Savannah should know the names of the com-
panies and individuals whose generosity have
made it possible for the trustees to accept the
Owens-Thomas bequest. We publish their names
herein as a roll of honar: and to them in behalf
of the trustees of the Academy and of the people
of Savannah, your president extends his grateful
thanks.

Chomas F. gt'qnilliaf
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Mary Telfair, from the
portrait by Carl Brandt,
MN.A., first Dirsctor of

the Academy.




day of Leonardo daVinci, genius of the [falian Rennaisance. Similar obsery-
ances were held in all museums of the western world where daVinci's contribu-
tions o our culture are hanored and preserved.

Of special interest was an exhibition of portraits of past presidents of
Savanrah's Hibernian Society, ceinciding with the naticnal publicity Savannah
received in its traditionally colorful and popular observance of S5t Patrick's

Day.

The classes conducted in the basement studios by Mrs. Janice Hines
devoted to kesping slive the art of early American fumiture decoration were
regretfully terminated with the advent of cold weather.

Attendance at special meetings and receptions was high, and the day-to-
day increase in the number of people faking a few minutes off to enjoy
Savannah's museum and gallery was most encouraging to Academy officials.

This resume was prepared before the conclusion of the special fund drive
for annual cperating revenue of the combined Academy and Museum, but
the interim repert made by the committee chairmanned by Mr. Thomas
Oxnard and composed of Mr. Reuben Clark, Mr. T, 7, Dunn, Mr, F. O. Wah!-
strom. and the Academy's President, Mr. Thomas H. Gignilliat, shows con-
clusively that the leaders of Savannah's business and industry recognize the
worth and impertance of the Academy to the city, and that they will support
it as essential to the general welfare of the community.

Savannah is to be congralulated that its citizens recognize that "man
does not live by bread alone,”" and with this support from the top and the
broad base of its dues-paying membership, the Trustess of the Academy can
face with confidence the responsibilities which they have undertaken.

j?ay @i[/ey
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Permanent Collection

The Telfair Academy of Arts and Sciences, Incorporated, founded under
the will of Miss Mary Telfair in 1875, is housed in her grestly enlarged family
mansion. Mary Telfair was the last surviving child of Edward Telfair, hero of
the American Revolution and early Governor of Georgia, The old Telfair
mansion was erected in 1818, the architect being William Jay, who designed
a number of Savannah's most famous buildings. The site of the building is that
of the former Colonial Government House, in which the Royal Governor
James Wright was arrested at the time of the Revelution by Major Joseph
Habersham and a band of the "Sons of Liberty."

® ENTRANCE HALL The entrance hallway has been called one of the
most impressive in America. In an article appearing in the Saturday Evening
Post on July 17, 1948, George Sessions Perry says of these interiors that they
are “'stupendously grand . .. would have served with perfect adequacy as the
palace of any ordinary principality.” In this hallway, visitors are greeted by a
representative group of art objects, showing types of the Academy's col-
lecticns, Here, near the large portrait of the founder, Mary Telfair, there are
seen two of the earliest paintings of the Academy, one from the School of
Titian, and one from the School of Leonardo da Yinci, an early Itslian painting
by Romanino, and a large decorative Eighteenth Century Tapestry. Two fine
examples of ceramics are shown, one a Sevres Vase, and one a Royal Berlin
porcelain vase which won recognition ot the Paris Exposition. The sculptured
frieze, an architectural feature, is cast from that of the Parthenon, famous
temple of Greece, built during the Gaelden Age of Pericles.

®_ DRAWING ROOM When the 5%th General Council of the Society
of Colonial Wars met in this Drawing Room Judge Edwin Qwen Lewis of
Philadelphia, the immediate past Governor General of the Scciety, said of
this reom, "The room in which we are meeting is an almaost perfect example
of what the word 'elegance’ means.'” |t is the policy of the Academy to use
the old Drawing Rcom and the Dining Room as background for its collection
of early American paintings, and for an
interesting exhibition of splendid old
furniture, mostly from the Telfair Man- ¢
sion, The furniture and furnishings are of
the Regency periad.

In the Drawing Room the marble -
mantels are particularly nateworthy, and
above them hang portraits by John
Hesselius and Jeremiah Theus. Amang
the number of cther early portraits are
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ones by Charles Willson Peale and George W. Connaroe. At the rear of the
Drawing Room is a small exhibition room showing a fine collection of Textiles,
authenticated by the Victoria-Albert and British Museums,

® DINING ROOM In the criginal Telfair mansion this room occupied
the southwestern corner and was served by dumb waiters from the old Telfair
kitchens (which have been restored) immediately beneath, Above one mantel
hangs a large portrait of Alexander Telfair, and over the Regency sideboard
one of Mrs. William Gibbons, grandmother of Mary Telfair. Over the second
mante| is a family group portrait by Augustin T. Ribot, well-known French
painter, and on either side, portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Archibald McAllister,
neighbors and connections of the Telfairs,. Other paintings include portraits
by Samuel F. B. Morse (inventor of the telegraph, etc.), R. Beattie of London,
and allegorical ones by Robert Loftin Newman, and Sebastiano Ricci (sarly
ltalian). At the rear of the Dining Room, the small exhikition room shows a
group of unusually interesting costumes from the gallery's collection (most of
them having association with Savannah's past), as well as cases of jewelry,
laces, fans, and costume accesseries,

@ TRUSTEES ROOM In front of the Dining Room is the Trustees'
Room, originally the Telfair Library, and now used for meetings of the Board
of Trustees. In this interesting octagonal room is exhibited a collection of
small modern bronzes,

® EXHIBITION GALLERIES Returning to the hallway, one may ascend
the marble stairway at the rear, and view on either side, as one goes up, the
Academy's collechion of Contemporary American Paintings. This group in-
cludes examples by Aaron Bohrod, John Edward Heliker, Sol Wilson, Jean
Liberte, Revington Arthur, Lamar Dodd, William Halsey, Reuben Gambrell,
Robert Gwathmey, and others.

Upstairs the former bedrooms have been converted into modern exhibi-
tion galleries, with excellent skyfights, and here in the North Galleries tempo-
rary exhibitions of great variety follow one another during the season. In the
South Gallerizs groups of the permanent collection are shown, including
examples of Gari Melchers, Bellows, Henri, Childe Hassam, Ernesi Lawson,
Chauncey F. Ryder, Hawthorne, Gifford Beal, and others,

® THE ROTUNDA Descending the short flight of stairs, and entering
the Rotunda, one will find handsome paintings of the past generation featured.
These artists include: Frank Brangwyn, Jean Francois Raffaelli, Alfred Smith,
Edward W. Redfield, Willard Metcalf, Julian Story, Arthur Hacker, Cesare
Laurenti, etc. The Rotunda is decorated with paintings, in the wide frieze
above, by Carl Brandt, first director of the Academy. Near the entrance is
exhibited one of the noted copies by Josiah Wedgwood, of the Portland Vase.

® THE WEST GALLERIES
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® THE WEST GALLERIES From the Rotunda there is a large doorway
into the West Galleries where are a number of small exhibition rooms. Down-
stairs in the West Galleries, in the hellway, is hung an excellent collection of
Modern French Paintings owned by the Academy, including paintings by
Gaston LaTouche, Henm Martin, Frieseke, Raffaelli, Vermier, Lawisohn, etc.
Adjoining this in the large Lecture Room is generally shown the Academy's
permanent collection of paintings by Kahlil Gibran, painter, poet, and phil-
osopher, atthough somefimes temporary exhibitions are hung there also. in the
Malbone Memorial Room, adjoining, is beautiful woodwork from the old
Savannah house where the great Miniaturist, Edward Greene Malbone, died
in 1807; and in the entrance, woodwork from the same building (William
Hunter Houyse] is shown.

Upstairs in the hallway of the West Galleries hangs a group of paintings
connected with Savannah, the artists including Eliof O'Hara, Louis Mora,
Christopher Murphy, Sr., Emma Cheves Wilkins, Mark Sheridan, and others.
Adioining this are three inferesting period rooms in which are shown groups
of paintings, furniture and furnishings, these periods being mid-Victorian, the
[880's and the Turn of the Century (1900). These include rare Victorian items,
wood carving of Mariano Copede, and paintings by: Robert Loftin Newman,
Christian Krohg, James Jebusa Shannon, William M. Chase, Alfred Stevens,
Aman-Jean, Olga de Boznanska, William A. Van Konneinijburg, Julius L.
Stewart, and others. Also on this fleor is an intriguing small exhibition room
showing the Oriental Collection.

® THE STUDIOS On the top floor of the West Galleries are two large, sky-
lighted Studios, and equipment for art classes and working groups, this hav-
ing separate stairs and autside entrance. , Ty

Ry

® HALL OF CASTS After viewing
the West Galleries, visitors may retrace
their steps, through the Rotunda, and
thence down the stairs to the lower floor.
There under the Rotunda, is an equally
large Hall of Casts, in which the collec-
tion is especialty notable because all of
the casts were made from the ariginal
masterpieces, and are hence exact as
to scale.

® THE OLD KITCHENS Visitors will
enter the basement of the criginal house,
adjoining the Hall of Casts. Here are
the kitchens of the Telfair mansion, in
which is shown a most interesting collec-
tion of kitchen utensils and equipment
of the past.

Most recent addition to the growing collection

of contemporary art at the Telfair is Ferdinand

Warren's “Cotton Pickers” [right), whose rich

encaustic colors defy effective black and white
reproduction.




1951-52
TELFAIR ACADEMY COMMITTEES

ACQUISITION COMMITTEE

Mrs. E. 5. Nash, Chairman Mes. Maxwell W, Lippitt
Mrs. Fred J. Robinson Mr. Franklin R. Dutany

COSTUME COMMITTEE
Mrs. W. W. Wilder, Chairman Mrs. Thomas H. Gignilliat

Mrs. John B. Seymaour, Consultant Miss Jeanne Hunter
Mrs. John W. Carswell Mrs. Robert P. Thomson
Mrs. Lionel Drew Mrs. Noble Jones [Custodian)

HOUSEKEEPING COMMITTEE

Mrs. J. Randolph Tobias, Chairman Mrs. George A. Marcer, Jr.
Mrs. B. B. Cubbedge, Jr. Mre. Abram Minis, Jr.
Mrs. Lester Karow Miss Jane Wright

KITCHENS COMMITTEE

Mrs. Olaf Oito, Chairman Mrs. R. R. Lunoe
Miss Lucie Chisholm Miss Hattie Saussy

PORTRAIT RECORDS COMMITTEE

Miss Emma C. Wilkins, Chairman Mrs., John F, White
Mrs. Lillian C. Bragg Mr. Raiford J. Wood

REBECORATING COMMITTEE

Mrs, Maxwell W, Lippitt, Chairman Mrs. R. Willis Heard

Mrs. John S. Davidson Mre. G. L. C. Hunter
Mrs. Thomas H. Gigrilliat Mrs. E. S, Nash

Mrs. Julian Hartridge Mrs. Fred J. Robinson

UNDERWRITING SUBSCRIPTIONS COMMITTEE

Mr. Thomas Oxnard, Chairman Mr. T. T. Dunn

Mer. Reuben Clark
' Mr, F. O. W
Mr. Herbert Kayton r O. Wahlstrom

HONO

The firms and individuals listed ir
the President’s Message on the inside ¢
the enlarged program of the Telfair
with their generous subscriptions.

Mr. A. Pratt Adams, Jr,
Leopold Adler Company
Atlantic Mutual Fire Insurance Co,
Colenial Oil Industries, inc.
Fine's, Inc.

Friedman's Jewslers

Mr. Robert W. Groves
Haines, Jones & Hill

Mr. Hansell Hillyer

Hatel DeSaoto

Hotel Savannah

Hetel Whitney

Lynes Realty Company

Mr. Alex A. Lawrence

Mr, A, R, Lawion

PATI

Mr. and Mrs. A. Pratt Adams, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel G. Adler
Judqe and Mrs. David 5. Atkinson
Mr. Bern Kennedy Builard, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan M, Byck

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Carswell
Mr. J. Eugene Cay

Mr. and Mrs, J. E. Cay. Jr.

Mr. and Mrs, D, C, Chapman
tr. and Mrs. Reuben Clark

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M Clasa
Mr. and Mrz. W. D. Cooke

Mr. M, C. Daniel

Mr, and Mrs. Marvin G. Davis
Mr, Charles G. Day

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond M, Demere
Mr. and Mrs, Sidney P. Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin R. Dulany
Mr. and Mrs, T, T. Dunn

Mr. and Mrs. 7. W, Earle

Mr. Charles Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ellis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Fine

Mr. Jake Fina, Jr.

Mir. and Mrs. B. . Friedman

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Gignilliat
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Glauber
Mr. and Mrs. Robart W, Groves
Mr, and Mrs, C. F. Hammaond, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs, Josiah O. Hatch
Mr. and Mrs. Lee M. Highsmith
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Hansell Hillyer




iat

todian]

r,Jr.

HONOR ROLL

The firms and Individuals listed in our honor roll are those referred ta in
the President’s Message on the inside of the cover page as having underwritten
the enlarged progrom of the Telfair Academy and Owens-Thomas Museum

with their generous subscriptions.

Mr. A, Pratt Adams, Jr.
Lecpold Adler Company
Atlantic Mutual Fire Insurance Co,
Colonial Oil Industries, Inc.
Fine's, Inc.

Friedman's Jewelers

Mr, Robert W. Groves
Haines, Jones & Hill

Mr. Hansell Hillyer

Hotel DeSotfo

Hofel $avannah

Hotel Whitnay

Lynes Realty Company

Mr, Alex A. Lawrence

Mr, A, R. Lawton

Mir, James Lynah

Mr. J. D Mclamb

Mutual Fertilizer Company

Palmer and Cay, Inc,

Savennah Electric & Power Co,

Savannah Gas Company

Savannah Sugar Refining Corp.

Southern Fertilizer & Chemical Co.

Southern States lron Rocfing Co.

Southern States Phosphate &
Fertilizer Company

Steel Products Company, Inc.

Stevens Shipping Company

Union Bag & Paper Corp.

Mr. F. O, Woahlstrom

PATRONS

Mr. and Mrs, A, Pratt Adams, Jr,
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel G. Adler
Judge and Mrs. David S. Atkinson
Mr. Bern Kennedy Bullard, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan M, Byck

Wr. and Mrs. John W, Carswell
Mr, J. Eugene Cay

Mr. and Mrs, J. E. Cay, Jr.

Mr, and Mrs. D, C, Chapman

Mr, and Mrs, Reuben Clark

Mr. and Mrs, Thomas M. Close
Mr. and Mrs. W, D, Cooke

Mr. H. C. Daniel

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin &, Davis
Mr. Charles G, Day

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond M, Demera
Mr, and Mrs. Sidney P. Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs, Franklin R, Dulany
Mr. and Mrs. T, T. Dunn

Mr, and Mrs. T. W, Earle

Mr, Charles Ellis

Me and Mrs, Charles Ethis, Jr
Mr, and Mrs. Jake Fine

Mr, Jake Fine, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs, B, . Eriedman

Mr, and Mrs, Thomas H. Gigniltiat
Mr. and Mrs, Charles L. Glauber
Mr, and Mrs. Robert W, Groves
Mr, and Mrs. C. F. Hammond, Jr,
Mr. and Mrs, Josiah O, Hatch
Mr, and Mrs. Lee M. Highsmith
Mr, and Mrs. Hugh Hill

Mr, and Mrs, Hanssll Hillyer

Mt, and Mrs. John Marshall Jones
Mr, and Mrs. Herbert L. Kayton
Mrs, Mills B. Lane

Mr, and Mrs, Kenneih C, Lasseter
Mr. and Mrs. Alex A. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. A. R, Lawton

Mr, and Mrs. Jack M, Levy
Judge and Mrs. Emanusl Lewis
Mr, and Mrs. Donald R, Livingston
Mr. and Mrs, James Lynah

Mr. and Mrs, William F. Lynes, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs, L, C. McClurkin

Mr. and Mrs. James W, Mcintire
tr, and Mrs, J. D. McLamb

Mr. and Mrs, Geo, A, Mercer, Jn
Or. ard Mrs, Howard J. Morrison
Mr, and Mrs. Chas. J, Musante
ir, and Mrs, J. Cheshire Nash
Mr, and Mrs. G. W, E. Nicholson
Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Oxnard

Mr. and Mrs. W, Howard Read
Mrs. Henry L. Richmond

Mr, and Mrs. John P, Stevens

Me, and Mrs, A, D. Strobhar

Mr. and Mrs. W. Kirk Sutiive

Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Tarbutton

Mr, and Mrs, J. B, Temple

Mr. and Mrs, Frank O, Wahistrom
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wessels, Jr,
Mr. and Mrs, |, Fincher Williams
Mrs. R. B, Young

Dr. Samuel Youngblood
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